
  

"Special Week" as part of celebrations of #AzadiKaAmritMahotsav. 
was organised by Embassy of India from October 31 to November 5, 
2021. Events included Rashtriya Ekta Divas/ Ayurveda Seminar & 
Food Festival/ Cultural & Business Seminars in Diwali Celebrations 
and Plantation at Shouf Biosphere Reserve.
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Vigilance Awareness Week was 
observed from Oct 26-Nov 1 with 
the theme "Independent India @ 75: 
Self Reliance with Integrity". 
Embassy staff took the Vigilance 
Pledge on October 26, 2021. 
Ambassador of India Dr. Suhel Ajaz 
Khan also emphasized the 
importance of transparency, honesty 
& accountability in public life.

1

Ambassador of India Dr. Suhel Ajaz 
Khan met on November 3, 2021 
with Ms Ghadi Fransis, a prominent 
Lebanese journalist reporting for 
WION. They discussed issues of 
mutual interests and opportunities 
for collaboration. 

Head of Chancery Shri Sandeep 
Grover & Second Secretary Shri P 
Pattabhi met on November 2, 2021 
with Senior Advisor at the Ministry 
of Public Health. They discussed 
various issues of interests including 
exploring possibilities of enhancing 
Pharma exports from India to 
Lebanon.
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The Director General, Ministry of Culture, Lebanon and Ambassador of India to 
Lebanon Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan were the keynote speakers for this event. The event 
was also graced by the presence of several prominent members of the Lebanese 
civil society of Tripoli. The seminar attracted large-scale participation from several 
sections ranging from students to businessmen. 

The opening remarks for this seminar was delivered by the President of Elite 
Center of Culture and Education, Dr. Imane Dernaika Kamali. She spoke at length 
about the civilizational history of both the nations and the essence of humanity 
binding the two nations together. She urged the Ministry of Culture, Lebanon to 
enhance the cultural ties of Lebanon with India.

Her remarks were followed by the speech of Director General Ministry of Culture, 
Dr. Ali Al-Samad. He called India as the, “Cradle of Eastern Wisdom” and paid 
reverence to the philosophies of Mahatma Gandhi, Rabindranath Tagore and 
others. He mentioned of establishing clear frameworks for cultural cooperation 
and showed eagerness to host Indian artists in various field of Arts, especially 
cinema and theatre. 

As part of the ongoing Special week 
of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the 
Embassy of India, Beirut organized a 
seminar in cooperation with the Elite 
Center of Culture and Education in 
Tripoli on November 3, 2021. The 
topic of the seminar was, “Exploring 
Civilizational Linkages and Cultural 
Similarities Between India and 
Lebanon.”
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Followed by the Director General's speech, the Ambassador shared his valuable 
insights on the Civilization and cultural linkages that both the nations cherish and 
rejoice. He shed light on the historical relations since the ancient times to the 
modern era of our independence. He navigated through the similarities that we 
share in various domains of political system, cuisines, music and dance etc. He said 
about the rich tribal handicrafts and artifacts which are on popular demand in the 
global arena. He eloquently emphasized on how India is becoming an educational 
hub and making a mark as a Centre for education globally with its quality 
education and affordability.

The seminar gave a glimpse of the culture harmony among both the nations where 
few songs were played through piano by a renowned pianist. A painting 
symbolizing the brotherly relation between the nations was presented to the 
Ambassador. The cultural performance was followed by awarding certificates to 
the participants who took part in the online session on Gandhian Philosophy. The 
prominent dignitaries were presented with shield as a token of love and friendship 
from India for their valuable cooperation in enhancing the cultural ties between 
the two nations.

It was followed by a reception where Indian and Lebanese delicacies were served. 
The seminar was very eventful as it brought up the rich cultural heritage of India to 
the civil society which will surely help in bridging the cultural ties among the two 
nations.
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As part of ongoing activities related to Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) and in an 
effort to enhance bilateral trade and economic cooperation, the Embassy of India 
organised a Business Seminar in Tripoli, the Economic Capital of Lebanon, on 
November 04, 2021 in association with CCIAT (Chamber of Commerce, Industry & 
Agriculture of Tripoli and North Lebanon). Tripoli is the second largest city in Lebanon 
and is a very important economic hub. More than 30 participants attended the 
Seminar. The Seminar was co- haired by Chamber President Mr. Toufic Dabbousi and 
Ambassador Dr Suhel Ajaz Khan. Mr. Dabbousi provided insights and ideas about 
Tripoli that is poised to play a major role in the region. Ambassador Dr. Suhel Ajaz 
Khan in his presentation, highlighted the incredible growth of India, Indian economy 
and the measures taken by the Government under the leadership of  Hon'ble Prime 
Minister to make India a favourite destination for investment and conducting business. 
Ambassador spoke on how India has risen in the ranking for "Doing Business" over the 
past few years and highlighted India's march towards a US$ 5 trillion economy. He 
spoke about post-COVID economic recovery in India.  On the bilateral trade potential, 
Ambassador spoke about exploring new areas of cooperation. He spoke about sectors 
such as Gems and Jewellery, Pharma, Food and Engineering Goods, Solar Panels, 
Textiles and Machinery sectors. Ambassador emphasized that increasing imports from 
India would be beneficial for Lebanon in this hour of crisis as Indian products are more 
cost-effective and will bring down their overall import bill. Ambassador also welcomed 
Lebanese exporters to explore Indian market. He encouraged them to participate in the 
upcoming trade exhibitions in India like Indus Food, Stone Mart etc. Ambassador also 
informed them that businessmen in India are very keen to expand their business in 
Lebanon. Ambassador also assured them to provide business visas expeditiously.
Mr. Toufic Dabbousi, reiterated the views of Ambassador about the potential of 
bilateral trade between Indian and Lebanon and encouraged all businessmen to look at 
India as a source for their import needs. Ambassador briefed them about opening up of 
Tourist visas and encouraged all of them to visit India.

Business Seminar in association with CCIAT, Tripoli
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Embassy of India, Beirut celebrated 
Diwali on November 5, 2021 at the 
Embassy premises. The celebration was 
attended by the Embassy staff, their 
families and many members of the 
Indian community. The event was full of 
celebratory activities, games, rangoli, 
sparklers, etc. 

Ambassador of India Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan, 
HOC Shri Sandeep Grover & the Embassy 
team participated in the plantation drive 
at Shouf Biosphere Reserve on November 
5, 2021. They were joined by Mr Charles 
Noujeim, Head of the Board, Mr Faisal 
Abou Izzeddin, Board member & Mr Nizar 
Hani, Manager. The Embassy is 
supporting the afforestation efforts of the  
Shouf Biosphere Reserve by planting 800 
Cedar & other related plant species. 
Cedars have lives of hundreds of years & 
as long as they will survive they will bear 
testimony to love & friendship between  
India & Lebanon.

An Ayurveda Webinar was organised on 
November 1, 2021 on the theme, 
"Ayurveda for Poshan". Guest speakers 
included Dr Haifa Abouassi, President 
Lebanese Chiropractic Association, Dr 
Jackie Maalouf, President of DiaLeb & Ms. 
Dana Chamseddine, Board Member, Art 
of Living, Lebanon.
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As part of the Special Week celebrations of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav and on the 
occasion of National Ayurveda Day, the Embassy of India, Beirut organized an 
Ayurveda Food Festival on November 2, 2021. A sumptuous and healthy 
authentic 5-course Indian vegetarian meal based on the principles of Ayurveda 
was served. Several dignitaries attended the event. H.E. Joanna Wronecka, UN 
Special Representative for Lebanon, H.E. Abeer Ali Chief of Protocol, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, ambassadors of Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Germany, 
Indonesia, Malaysia and Serbia, Head of UNRWA, senior diplomats from the 
embassies of Tunisia, USA, Algeria, Russia etc. attended the event in addition to 
prominent members of the Lebanese civil society.

Ayurveda Food Festival 
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As part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 
Special Week, Rashtriya Ekta Diwas was 
observed at the Embassy of India on 
October 31, the Birth Anniversary of Iron 
Man of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
with the Indian community participation.

A documentary on the life & message of 
Sardar Patel was screened. Ambassador 
of India Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan spoke about 
life & message of Sardar Patel. HOC Shri 
Sandeep Grover spoke about the 
Freedom Movement & recited the poem 
"   सरफ़रोशी की तमन्ना", the favorite poem 
of Shaheed Bhagat Singh & his 
companions. 

An Indian Tribal Corner at the Embassy 
was inaugurated during the event. These 
products have been provided by Tribes 
India. Visitors to the Embassy can now 
get a glimpse into the 
culture/art/lifestyle of Tribes of India.

 
Certificates for the course on Gandhian 
Philosophy were also distributed to the 
participants. The online course in 
October was conducted by Dr. Shobhana 
Radhakrishna. 

Celebration of Rashtriya Ekta Diwas
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Ambassador of India Dr Suhel Khan 
paid a courtesy call on Minister of 
Foreign Affairs & Emigrants H.E. Dr. 
Abdallah Bou Habib on 20 October 
2021. They discussed bilateral 
relations/ role of Indian Battalion at 
UNIFIL / push for economic & trade 
relations/ International Solar Alliance 
& other issues of interests.

Ambassador Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan, 
along with the commercial team at 
the Embassy met on 18 October 
2021 with Pharma importers & 
producers in Lebanon- discussing 
ways to enhance Pharma exports 
from India to Lebanon, increasing 
volumes, introducing new products 
& trying to understand the 
regulatory issues in Lebanon.

Ambassador of India Dr. Suhel Ajaz 
Khan attended a get-together at 
"India-House" in Naqura on October 
16, organized by the Indian civil & 
military officers serving in the UNIFIL-
PIO. Force Commander Stefano Del 
Col also graced the occasion with his 
presence. Members of the Indian 
Battalion were also present.
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Ambassador of India Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan
met on October 21, 2021 with Gen Imad 
Osman, Head of Internal Security . They 
discussed issues of mutual interests. 

 

The Embassy of India participated in the 
Nations' Day Festival organised by 
Beirut Golden Award Organization in 
Downtown on October 29, 2021. The 
Embassy stall displayed Indian textile/ 
culture/tourism material & tribal 
products from tribes India. Popular 
Indian snacks were also served.

As part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav & 
forthcoming Rashtriya Ekta Diwas, the 
Embassy staff took the Rashtriya Ekta / 
National Unity Pledge on October 29, 
2021. 
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A Business Seminar was organized by the 
Embassy of India & the Aley Commercial 
Association on October 28, 2021 to 
explore new areas of business between 
India & Lebanon. Association President 
Mr Samir Shehayeb &  Vice President Eng 
Ghassan Saab shared useful insights and 
ideas.
Ambassador of India Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan 
gave an overview of the Indian economy 
& ease of doing business. He also listed 
the sectors where there is scope of 
enhancing Indian exports to Lebanon. 
Businessmen from machinery/food/solar 
energy/construction/ textile & chemicals 
sectors attended the Seminar.

Business Seminar  with Aley Commercial Association
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November 02, 2021

Friends, 

Today I am representing amid you, the land which gave this mantra thousands of years ago-
सम-्गच्छ-ध्वम,्
सम-्व-  दद्वम् ,

   सम् वो मानसिस जानताम।्

Today in the 21st century, this mantra has become more important and more relevant. सम-्
गच्छ-  ध्वम् - That is, let's move together सम-्व-  दद्वम् - That is, let’s all interact together and  सम्

   वो मनानसिस जानताम् - That is, everyone's minds should also be one.

Friends,

When I first came to Paris for the Climate Summit, it was not my intention to add one 
promise to the many promises already being made in the world. I came with a concern for the 
humanity. I came as a representative of a culture that gave the message of 'Sarve Bhavantu 
Sukhinah', which means Happiness for All. And so, for me the event in Paris was not a 
summit, it was a sentiment and a commitment. And India was not making those promises to 
the world, but 125 crore Indians were making those promises to themselves. 

And I am happy that a developing country like India, which is working to lift crores of people 
out of poverty, and which is working day and night on the Ease of Living for crores of people, 
today, despite being 17 % of the world's population, whose responsibility has been only 5 
percent in emissions, it has left no stone unturned to show that it has fulfilled its obligation.
Today the whole world believes that India is the only big economy which has delivered in 
letter and spirit on the Paris Commitment. We are making every effort with determination; 
and we are working hard and showing results.

News of The Month 

National Statement by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi at 
COP26 Summit in Glasgow

Issue No. 9; November 2021



  

12

Friends,

Today, as I come among you, I have brought India's track record. My words are not just 
words; they are announcements of a bright future for our future generations. Today, India 
ranks 4th in the world in installed renewable energy capacity. India's non-fossil fuel energy 
has increased by more than 25% in the last 7 years and now it has reached 40% of our 
energy mix.

Friends,

Every year more passengers travel by Indian Railways than the population of the world. 
This huge railway system has set a target of making itself 'Net Zero' by 2030.This initiative 
alone will lead to a reduction of emissions by 60 million tonnes annually. Similarly, our 
massive LED bulb campaign is reducing emissions by 40 million tonnes annually. Today, 
India is working at a faster pace on many such initiatives with a strong will. 
Along with this, India has also given institutional solutions to cooperate with the world at 
the international level. As a revolutionary step in solar power, we initiated the initiative of 
International Solar Alliance. We have created a coalition for disaster resilient infrastructure 
for climate adaptation. This is a sensitive and vital initiative to save millions of lives.

Friends,

I would like to draw your attention to one more important topic. Today, the world admits 
that lifestyle has a big role in climate change. So, I propose before you a One-Word 
Movement.

This One-Word , in the context of climate, can become the basic foundation of One World. 
This word is- LIFE...L, I, F, E, which means Lifestyle For Environment. Today, there is a 
need for all of us to come together and take Lifestyle For Environment (LIFE) forward as a 
campaign.

This can become a mass movement of Environmental Conscious Life Style. What is needed 
today is Mindful and Deliberate Utilization, instead of Mindless and Destructive 
Consumption. These movements together can set goals that can revolutionize many 
sectors in diverse areas such as Fishing, Agriculture, Wellness, Dietary Choices, Packaging, 
Housing, Hospitality, Tourism, Clothing, Fashion, Water Management and Energy. 

These are subjects where each of us has to make conscious choice every day. These choices 
exercised by billions of people daily around the world, will take the fight against climate 
change, billions of steps forward every day. And I consider it as a movement on all grounds 
like on economic grounds, on scientific grounds, on the basis of the experiences of the past 
century, it meets every criterion. This is the path of self-realization. This is the only way to 
benefit.

News of The Month 

Issue No. 9; November 2021



  

13

Friends,

In the midst of this global brainstorming on climate change, on behalf of India, I would like 
to present five nectar elements, ‘Panchamrit’, to deal with this challenge.
First- India will take its non-fossil energy capacity to 500 GW by 2030.
Second- India will meet 50 percent of its energy requirements from renewable energy by 
2030.
Third- India will reduce the total projected carbon emissions by one billion tonnes from 
now till 2030.
Fourth- By 2030, India will reduce the carbon intensity of its economy by less than 45 
percent.
And fifth- by the year 2070, India will achieve the target of Net Zero.
These ‘Panchamrits’ will be an unprecedented contribution of India to climate action.

Friends,

We all know this truth that the promises made till date regarding climate finance have 
proved to be hollow. While we all are raising our ambitions on climate action, the world’s 
ambitions on climate finance cannot remain the same as they were at the time of the Paris 
Agreement.

Today, when India has resolved to move forward with a new commitment and a new 
energy, the transfer of climate finance and low cost climate technologies have become 
more important. India expects developed countries to provide climate finance of $1 trillion 
at the earliest. Today, it is necessary that as we track the progress made in climate 
mitigation, we should also track climate finance. The proper justice would be that the 
countries which do not live up to their promises made on climate finance, pressure should 
be put on them.

Friends,

Today India is moving forward on the subject of climate with great courage and great 
ambition. India also understands the suffering of all other developing countries, shares 
them, and will continue to express their expectations.

For many developing countries, climate change is looming large over their existence. We 
have to take big steps today to save the world. This is the need of the hour and this will also 
prove the relevance of this forum. I am confident that the decisions taken in Glasgow will 
save the future of our future generations, giving them the gift of a secure and prosperous 
life.

Speaker Sir, I took extra time, I apologize to you for that. But I consider it as my duty to 
raise the voice of developing countries. That's why I have emphasized on that too. I once 
again thank you very much.

News of The Month 
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It has been a truly 'bhagirath' effort involving multiple sections of society. To get a sense of 
the scale, assume that each vaccination took just two minutes for a healthcare worker. At this 
rate, it took around 41 lakh (4.1 million) man days or approximately 11,000 thousand man 
years of effort to reach this landmark.
For any effort to attain and sustain speed and scale, trust of all stakeholders is crucial. One of 
the reasons for the success of the campaign was the trust that people developed in the 
vaccine and the process followed, despite various efforts to create mistrust and panic.
There are some among us who only trust foreign brands, even for simply everyday 
necessities. However, when it came to something as crucial as the Covid-19 vaccine, the 
people of India unanimously trusted ‘Made in India’ vaccines. This is a significant paradigm 
shift.
India’s vaccine drive is an example of what India can achieve if the citizens and the 
government come together with a common goal in the spirit of Jan Bhagidari. When India 
started its vaccination programme, there were many people who doubted the capabilities of 
130 crore (1.3 billion) Indians. Some said India would take 3-4 years. Some others said 
people will not come forward to get vaccinated. There were those who said there will be 
gross mismanagement and chaos in the vaccination process. Some even said that India will 
not be able to manage supply chains. But just like the Janta Curfew and subsequent 
lockdowns, the people of India showed how spectacular the results can be, if they are made 
trusted partners.
When everyone takes ownership, nothing is impossible. Our healthcare workers traversed 
hills and crossed rivers across difficult geographies to vaccinate people. Our youth, social 
workers, healthcare workers, social and religious leaders, all deserve credit for the fact that 
India faces minimal vaccine hesitancy when compared to even developed nations.
There was a lot of pressure from different interest groups to give preferential treatment to 
them in vaccination. But the Government ensured that, like our other schemes, there is no 
VIP culture in the vaccination drive either.

PM Modi: Team India: Responding to adversity with achievement

India completed vaccination of 100 crore (one 
billion) doses on October 21, 2021, in just about 
nine months since starting vaccination. This has 
been a tremendous journey in dealing with 
Covid-19, especially when we recall how things 
stood in early 2020. Humanity was dealing with 
such a pandemic after 100 years and no one knew 
much about the virus. We remember how 
unpredictable the situation appeared then, as we 
were faced by an unknown and invisible enemy 
mutating rapidly. The journey from anxiety to 
assurance has happened and our nation has 
emerged stronger, thanks to the world’s largest 
vaccination drive.
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In early 2020, when Covid-19 was rampaging across the world, it was clear to us that this 
pandemic will have to be eventually fought with the help of vaccines. We started preparing 
early. We constituted expert groups and started preparing a roadmap right from April 2020.
Till today, only a handful of countries have developed their own vaccines. More than 180 
countries are dependent on an extremely limited pool of producers and dozens of nations are 
still waiting for the supply of vaccines, even as India has crossed 100 crore (one billion) 
doses! Imagine the situation if India did not have its own vaccine. How would have India 
secured enough vaccines for such a large population and how many years would that have 
taken? It is here that credit should be given to Indian scientists and entrepreneurs for rising 
to the occasion. It is due to their talent and hard-work that India is truly Aatmanirbhar when 
it comes to vaccines. Our vaccine manufacturers, by scaling up to meet the demands of such 
a large population, have shown that they are second to none.
In a nation where governments used to be known as a roadblock impeding forward 
movement, our government has instead been an accelerator and enabler of progress. The 
government partnered with the vaccine makers right from day one and gave them support in 
the form of institutional assistance, scientific research, funding, as well as accelerated 
regulatory processes. All ministries of the government came together to facilitate the 
vaccine makers and remove any bottlenecks as a result of our ‘whole of Government’ 
approach.
In a country of the scale of India, it is not enough to just produce. Focus has to be on last mile 
delivery and seamless logistics. To understand the challenges involved, imagine the journey 
taken by one vial of vaccines. From a plant in Pune or Hyderabad, the vial is sent to a hub in 
any of the states, from where it is transported to the district hub. From there, it reaches a 
vaccination centre. This entails the deployment of thousands of trips taken by flights and 
trains. During this entire journey, the temperature has to be maintained in a particular range, 
which is centrally monitored. For this, over 1 lakh (100,000) cold-chain equipments were 
utilised. States were given advance notice of the delivery schedule of the vaccines so that 
they could plan their drives better and vaccines reached them on the pre-decided days. This 
has been an unprecedented effort in the history of independent India.
All these efforts were complemented by a robust tech platform in CoWIN. It ensured that the 
vaccine drive was equitable, scalable, trackable, and transparent. This ensured that there was 
no scope for favouritism or jumping the queue. It also ensured that a poor worker could take 
the first dose in his village and the second dose of the same vaccine in the city where he 
works, after the required time interval. In addition to a real-time dashboard to boost 
transparency, the QR-coded certificates ensured verifiability. There are hardly any examples 
of such efforts not only in India but also the world.
In my Independence Day Address in 2015, I had said that our country is moving ahead 
because of ‘Team India’ and this ‘Team India’ is a big team of our 130 crore people. People’s 
participation is the biggest strength of democracy. If we run the country through the 
participation of 130 crore Indians, our country will be moving ahead 130 crore steps every 
moment. Our vaccination drive has yet again showed the power of this ‘Team India’. India’s 
success in its vaccination drive has also demonstrated to the whole world that ‘democracy 
can deliver’.
I am optimistic that the success achieved in the world’s largest vaccination drive will further 
spur our youth, our innovators and all levels of government to set new benchmarks of public 
service delivery which will be a model not only for our country, but also for the world.
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'Akshardham' means the divine abode of God. It is hailed as an eternal place of 
devotion, purity and peace. Swaminarayan Akshardham at New Delhi is a Mandir – 
an abode of God, a Hindu house of worship, and a spiritual and cultural campus 
dedicated to devotion, learning and harmony. Timeless Hindu spiritual messages, 
vibrant devotional traditions and ancient architecture all are echoed in its art and 
architecture.The mandir is a humble tribute to Bhagwan Swaminarayan (1781- 1830), 
the avatars, devas and great sages of Hinduism. The traditionally-styled complex was 
inaugurated on 6 November 2005 with the blessings of HH Pramukh Swami Maharaj 
and through the devoted efforts of skilled artisans and volunteers.

Each element of Akshardham echoes with spirituality – the Mandir, the Exhibitions 
and even the Gardens. 

The Akshardham mandir has over two hundred murtis, representing many of the 
spiritual stalwarts over many millennia. The spiritual premise of Akshardham is that 
each soul is potentially divine. Whether we are serving the family, the country our 
neighbors or all living beings the world over , each service can help one move 
towards divinity. Each prayer is a call towards improving oneself and moving closer 
to God. 

A visit to Akshardham is a spiritually enriching experience. Whether it is in realising 
the power of prayer, in feeling the strength of non-violence, in being aware of the 
universal nature of Hinduism’s ancient principles, or just in admiring the beauty of 
God’s abode on Earth –- each element has a spiritual significance.

Akshardham-Delhi Temple

Issue No. 9; November 2021



  

Koraput 

West Bengal
West Bengal is located in the eastern part of India on the Bay of Bengal, covering total 
area of 88,752 Kms. The state is surrounded by Sikkim and Bhutan in the north, Assam in 
the northeast, Bangladesh in the east, Bay of Bengal in the south, Odisha in the 
southwest, Jharkhand & Bihar in the west, and Nepal in the northwest. West Bengal has 
got heterogeneous geographical division with countless natural assets, stretching from 
Darjeeling Himalayan range of mountains in the north to the Gangetic Plain in the south, 
from quiet beaches across the coastal region to the world’s largest Delta which is also 
known for being the natural habitat of wild scarce species of Royal Bengal tigers at 
mangrove estuaries of Sundarbans, from green varied landscapes to vast historical 
events starting from ancient  & classical period, medieval & early modern period, colonial 
period to independence and afterwards.  The limitless irresistible features comprises of 
unwind rich history, heritage architecture, finery arts and crafts, vibrant folk festivals, 
music-theatre-drama, traditional celebrations, delicious cuisines and ethnic specialties 
which is magical about this land. Adding to its lure numerous great works has taken birth 
here since immemorial time in the form of unforgettable lyrics, poetry, art, prose. It has 
witnessed ultimate vision and inspiration being the home to legendary saints, preachers, 
poets, thinkers, freedom fighters, singers, sportsmen, film-makers, scientists, 
academicians and is crowned as the cultural and intellectual hub since pre-colonial 
times.West Bengal is the fourth-most-populous state in the India and is religiously 
diverse. West Bengal produces several varieties of Handloom cotton and silk in the 
country which is a popular way of livelihood to the rural population of the state. Durga 
Puja is the biggest, most popular and widely celebrated festival in the state and the five-
day-long colorful Hindu festival witnesses’ intense celebration across the state. Last but 
not the least Cricket and Football are popular sports in the state.

MAJOR ATTRACTIONS

 India Tourism 

17

For more information, please visit
https://www.incredibleindia.org/content/incredible-india-v2/en/destinations/states/west-bengal.html 

Spread along a saddle-shaped ridge, 
overlooking the meandering River Teesta, the 
hill station of Kalimpong in West Bengal, is one 
of the most popular tourist destinations in the 
region. Surrounded by snow-capped 
Himalayas and crowned by the summit of 
Kanchenjunga (Khangchendzonga), the third 
highest peak in the world, it invites travellers 
for its picturesque landscapes and colonial 
charm.
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Admissions are open for 
#NalandaUniversity

An avant-garde, postgraduate, 
research-intensive Intl. institution 
of academic excellence with the 
Ministry of External 
Affairs(@MEAIndia) & supported 
by the 17 Member countries of 
the East Asia Summit. 

 
More details:

 
https://nalandauniv.edu.in/admiss
ions/admission-process/

----  

Self-financing Scheme For 
Studying In India, 2021-22

Applications are invited from 
Lebanese students for nominations 
to undergraduate courses in 
Bachelor of Engineering (B.E.), 
Bachelor of Pharmacy, MBBS & 
BDS under Self-Financing Scheme 
for the academic year 2021-22.

More details: 
https://www.indianembassybeirut.go
v.in/notice/display/1211/14

----

35th Surajkund International 
Crafts Mela From 4-25 February, 

2022
    

Surajkund Crafts Fair (Mela) is one 
of the most famous fairs, organized 
every year in Surajkund, Haryana, 
Near Delhi, by Haryana Tourism 
Department to promote handicrafts 
items. Many talented artists come 
from India and across the World to 
showcase their hand-looms, 
handicrafts, traditional handicraft 
items of their respective states. 

 
More details: 
https://www.rajasthantourplanner.co
m/Fair-Festival/Surajkund-Crafts-Fa
ir.html

For other forthcoming events 
organised by Federation of Indian 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, 

please visit:
 

http://www.ficci.in/forthcoming-event
s-more.asp

Children’s Evening

Embassy of India, Beirut will be 
organsing Children’s Evening on 
November 18, 2021. Families of 
Embassy staff and Indian community 
will particiapte in the event. 
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Useful Links

24/7 Helpline for Indian Nationals: 
+961-76860128
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https://www.studyinindia.gov.in/
https://www.indiaperspectives.gov.in/
https://www.incredibleindia.org/
http://mea.gov.in/
https://www.indianembassybeirut.gov.in/
https://www.investindia.gov.in/
http://ficci.in/
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/
https://indbiz.gov.in/
http://a2ascholarships.iccr.gov.in/
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Prepared by 

For any query and suggestion about this Newsletter, 
please write us at info.beirut@mea.gov.in 

mailto:info.beirut@mea.gov.in
https://www.indianembassybeirut.gov.in/
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