
  

As part of India@75, Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav-75 Years of 
India’s Independence-Embassy of India, Beirut celebrated 152th 
Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and International Day of 
Non-Violence.

Issue No. 8; October 2021

mailto:India@75


  

Embassy News

The Embassy of India, Beirut celebrated ITEC day in Beirut on September 23 at the 
Haigazian University campus. 
ITEC (Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation) is a major developmental 
assistance programme for capacity building offered by the Ministry of External 
Affairs, India to a large number of friendly countries across the World and is being 
offered to Lebanon for a long time. A large number of Government officials and 
defence personnel from Lebanon have benefited from the training programmes 
offered under ITEC.  
Ambassador Dr Suhel Ajaz Khan in his speech highlighted the importance of the 
event and stated that ITEC is a major pillar of the bilateral relations. He urged 
various ministries and government departments to make use of the training slots 
made available under ITEC . He also said that depending  upon the local 
requirements the training programmes can also be tailor-made.  
Members of Parliament and members of the Lebanese Indian Parliamentary 
Friendship Committee, H.E. Mr. Ali Osseiran and H.E. Mr. Anwar El Khalil graced 
the event. The event was also attended by Mr. Dany Gadaoun, Director General, 
Ministry of Industry, Mr. Amine Thebian, acting Director General Ministry of 
Tourism and members of ADLIR (Association of Development of Lebanese -Indian 
Relation). H.E. Anwar Khalil and Mr Dany Gadaoun also shared their thoughts with 
the audience. 
Over 70 ITEC alumni participated in the event and shared their memories about 
their visit to India and their training experiences.  
Famous Lebanese Opera singer Tara Maalouf presented Indian songs during the 
event. The event was followed by a reception where Indian delicacies were served.
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Celebration of ITEC Day  2021
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Business Seminar :“Exploring Business Opportunities, 
Diversifying Business” Saida

Saida, also called as Sidon, is one of the largest city in Lebanon. The CCIAS is a 
very prominent chamber and covers entire spectrum of economic activities and has 
a very large catchment area covering the entire country south of Beirut.

Ambassador Dr Suhel Ajaz Khan , in his presentation, highlighted India’s 
incredible growth story, strong fundamentals of Indian economy and measures 
taken by the Government of India under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi during past 7 years to make India a favorite destination for 
investments and doing business. He also spoke how India’s has risen in the 
ranking for Doing Business over past few years and spoke about India's march 
towards a 5 trillion $ economy. He also spoke about post-covid economic recovery 
in India and informed that India has left behind the Covid-19 related slump in 
growth  and is again on the path top become one of the fastest growing economies 
in the world, highlighting various measures taken by the Govt during the Pandemic 
to give boost to economic activity in the country. Ambassador also presented 
several data pertaining  to manufacturing growth in various sectors, foreign 
investments in India, surging exports from India and an all time high forex reserve 
in India. 
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As part of ongoing activities 
related to Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav and as part of 
continuing efforts to enhance 
India-Lebanon bilateral trade 
and economic cooperation, the 
Embassy of India organized a 
Business Seminar in Saida on 
September 28  , 2021 on the 
theme, “Exploring Business 
Opportunities, Diversifying 
Business” in association with  
CCIAS (Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry and Agriculture of Sidon 
and South Lebanon). 
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On the trade front, Ambassador elaborated upon Hon’ble PM’s vision of 
achieving 400 billion USD of exports in this FY. On the bilateral trade potential, 
he elaborated on potential of increasing Indian exports to Lebanon across various 
sectors, specially Gems and Jewelry, Pharma, Food and Engineering Goods 
sectors stressing that given the current economic crisis in Lebanon increasing 
imports from India would be beneficial for Lebanon because Indian products are 
more cost-effective it will bring down overall import bill of Lebanon. Ambassador 
 also cited recent progress made by a Lebanese company, ANB holding, to set up 
an assembly-line for Bajaj 2 and 3 wheeler in Lebanon as an example of growing 
industrial cooperation between India and Lebanon. 

Mr. Mohammed Saleh, President of the Chamber echoed Ambassador’s 
views that the potential of bilateral trade between India and Lebanon remains 
untapped. He also cited his personal experience of doing business with India and 
encouraged other businessmen to look at India as a source for their import 
needs. He also said that the Chamber is ready to mount a delegation to India 
early next year and will also be happy to receive  delegation from India. Other 
attendees shared their experiences of  doing business with India and also asked 
various questions on doing business with India, which we responded to. Overall 
the event was very well attended and there was good interaction with all the 
attendees who agreed about expanding trade basket with India. The Seminar was 
followed by the  business lunch. 
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The Embassy of India, Lebanon, with the cooperation of Association for the 
Development of Lebanese-Indian Relations, ADLIR celebrated the International Day 
of Non-Violence on October 5.   The International Day of Non-Violence falls every 
year on  October 2, the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, after the UN General Assembly 
unanimously approved this commemoration in June 2007. Her Excellency 
Ambassador Joanna Wronecka, UN Special Coordinator for Lebanon was the keynote 
speaker for the event. Other speakers included Dr Suhel Ajaz Khan, Ambassador of 
India to Lebanon, Her Excellency Dr Manal Abdel Samad, Former Minister, Mr. 
Melhem Khalaf, Head of Beirut Bar Association, Mr. Haitham Sayyad, Advisor and the 
Representative of Governor of Beirut Judge Marwan Abboud and Ms. Maryam 
Schuman, representing ADLIR.
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Other dignitaries who attended the event included, Her Excellency Ambassador 
Caroline Ziade, Director International Organizations at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and representative of His Excellency Dr Abdallah Bou Habib, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Emigrants, Major General Stefano del Col, Head of Mission and 
Force Commander of UNIFIL, Ambassadors of Srilanka, Bangladesh and Turkey and 
representatives of various embassies, International organisations, Lebanese civil 
society and Indian diaspora. 

The speakers recalled the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi of Truth and Non-Violence 
and  underlined its continued relevance in today’s World. 

An announcement was also made on behalf of the Governor of Beirut that a public 
space in Beirut will soon be named after Mahatma Gandhi. Ms. Jacqueline Ohanian 
gifted the painting of Mahatma Gandhi to keynote speaker depicting her 
interpretation of Gandhian values and thoughts. 
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Embassy of India organized a Business Seminar in Zahle on the theme, 
“Exploring Business Opportunities, Diversifying Business” in association with 
CCIAZ (Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture of Zahle and Bekka) on 
October 13 in Zahle. 
Ambassador Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan highlighted India’s incredible growth story, 
strong fundamentals of Indian economy and measures taken by the Government 
under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister during past 7 years to make India 
a favorite destination for investments and doing business. He also spoke how 
India’s has risen in the ranking for “Doing Business” over past few years and 
spoke about India's march towards a 5 trillion $ economy. He also presented 
several data pertaining to manufacturing growth in various sectors, foreign 
investments in India, surging exports from India and an all time high forex 
reserve in India. He also spoke about post-covid economic recovery in India and 
informed that India has left behind the Covid-19 related slump in growth and is 
again on the path top become one of the fastest growing economies in the world, 
highlighting various measures taken by the Govt during the Pandemic to give 
boost to economic activity in the country.
On the bilateral trade potential, Ambassador Khan elaborated on potential of 
increasing Indian exports to Lebanon across various sectors, specially Gems and 
Jewelry, Pharma, Food and Engineering Goods sectors. As in previous occasions, 
he again stressed that given the current economic crisis in Lebanon increasing 
imports from India would be beneficial for Lebanon because Indian products are 
more cost-effective it will bring down overall import bill of Lebanon. He also 
spoke to about possibilities of joint ventures specially in Pharma and Automobile 
sectors. He also briefed them on my recent meetings with minister of Health, 
Economy & Trade and Industry in Lebanon and how each one of them is very 
supportive of the efforts to enhance bilateral trade. 
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Ambassador Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan paid tributes to Mahatma Gandhi at UNIFIL 
UNIFIL-PIO. Head of Mission/Force Commander of UNIFIL Maj Gen Stefano Del Col, 
Amb Suhel Ajaz Khan & Chief of INDBATT Col Mohver Singh Grewal led the 
celebration of the International Day of Non-Violence at the Mahatma Gandhi Park at 
Ebel El Saqi in South Lebanon. 
To Spread the message of peace & non-violence, doves and balloons were released 
during the event. The Event was organized by the Indian Battalion. It was also 
attended by Mr Samih El Bekai,Mayor of Ebel El Saqi, officials of Lebanese Army & 
other local dignitaries. Ambassador also presented copies of Autobiography of  
Mahatma Gandhi  to the attendees. 

All members of the Embassy of 
India, Beirut gathered through 
virtual platform at the Hindi 
Day and Award Distribution 
Ceremony organized by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 
22 September 2021 under the 
chairmanship of Hon ' ble 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affair Smt. Meenakshi Lekhi ji.



  

Embassy News

8

Ambassador of India Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan 
received Ambassador of Malaysia to 
Lebanon H.E. Azri Mat Yacob on October 6, 
2021 in his office. They had cordial 
exchanges on situation in Lebanon and other 
areas of mutual interest. 
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Ambassador of India Dr. Suhel Ajaz 
Khan met with Minister of Industry, 
H.E. Mr. George Bojikian on 11 October 
2021 and discussed India-Lebanon 
trade and economic relations and areas 
of mutual cooperation. 

Ambassador of India Dr. Suhel Ajaz 
Khan called on the new Lebanese 
Health Minister H.E. Mr. Firass Abiad 
on October 6, 2021. They had cordial 
discussions on many issues including 
Pharma exports from India to 
Lebanon, mutual recognition of Covid-
19 vaccine certificates & possibility of 
co-op in the field of Ayurveda.
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Ambassador of India Dr Suhel Ajaz Khan 
paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister 
H.E. Najib Mikati on 12 October 2021 & 
discussed various dimensions India & 
Lebanon bilateral relations. 
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On  Gandhi Jayanti,  Ambassador  of 
India Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan and all staff 
members of the Embassy paid floral 
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi on October 
2, 2021 and pledged to rededicate 
themselves to the Gandhian ideals of 
truth, non-violence, swachchta and 
sarvodaya.

 

Ambassador of India Dr. Suhel Ajaz 
Khan met with Lebanese Minister of 
Economy and Trade H.E. Amin Salam 
on October 8, 2021. They discussed 
enhancing bilateral trade and 
economic relations between India and 
Lebanon and discussed various 
possibilities in a number of sectors.
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In coordination with the Ministry 
of Agriculture, UNIFIL's Indian 
veterinarians provide services to 
farmers and shepherds in 
southeast Lebanon.
Vaccinations, consultations, 
medicines and treatments help 
keep local livestock healthy, 
which supports communities.

Full video: 
https://fb.watch/8b-MrzHK2d/ 
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Ambassador of India Dr Suhel 
Ajaz Khan along with Embassy 
staff attended 1st session of the 
Course on Gandhian Philosophy 
by Dr. Shobhana Radhakrishna 
on October 2, 2021. A number of 
Indians & Lebanese friends also 
joined this Course separately. 
 

https://fb.watch/8b-MrzHK2d/
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Prime Minister’s comments at the Global COVID-19 Summit: Ending the 
Pandemic and Building Back Better Health Security to Prepare for the Next
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Excellencies,
The COVID-19 pandemic has been an unprecedented disruption. And, it is not yet 
over. Much of the world is still to be vaccinated .That is why this initiative by 
President Biden is timely and welcome.

Excellencies,
India has always seen humanity as one family. India's pharmaceutical industry has 
produced cost-effective diagnostic kits, drugs, medical devices, and PPE kits. These 
are providing affordable options to many developing countries. And, we have shared 
medicines and medical supplies with over 150 countries. Two indigenously 
developed vaccines have received "Emergency Use Authorization" in India, including 
the world's first DNA-based vaccine.
Several Indian companies are also involved in licensed production of various 
vaccines.
Earlier this year, we shared our vaccine production with 95 other countries, and with 
UN peace-keepers. And, like a family, the world also stood with India when we were 
going through a second wave.
For the solidarity and support extended to India, I thank you all.

Excellencies,
India is now running the world's largest vaccination campaign. Recently, we 
vaccinated about 25 million people on a single day. Our grassroots level healthcare 
system has delivered over 800 million vaccine dose so far.
Over 200 million Indians are now fully vaccinated. This has been enabled through the 
use of our innovative digital platform called CO-WIN.
In the spirit of sharing, India has made CO-WIN and many other digital solutions 
available freely as open-source software.

Excellencies,
As newer Indian vaccines get developed, we are also ramping up production capacity 
of existing vaccines.
As our production increases, we will be able to resume vaccine supply to others too. 
For this, the supply chains of raw materials must be kept open.
With our Quad partners, we are leveraging India's manufacturing strengths to 
produce vaccines for the Indo-Pacific region.
India and the South Africa have proposed a TRIPS waiver at the WTO for COVID 
vaccines, diagnostics and medicines.
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Over 200 million Indians are now fully vaccinated. This has been enabled through the 
use of our innovative digital platform called CO-WIN.
In the spirit of sharing, India has made CO-WIN and many other digital solutions 
available freely as open-source software.

Excellencies,
As newer Indian vaccines get developed, we are also ramping up production capacity 
of existing vaccines.
As our production increases, we will be able to resume vaccine supply to others too. 
For this, the supply chains of raw materials must be kept open.
With our Quad partners, we are leveraging India's manufacturing strengths to 
produce vaccines for the Indo-Pacific region.
India and the South Africa have proposed a TRIPS waiver at the WTO for COVID 
vaccines, diagnostics and medicines.
This will enable rapid scaling up of the fight against the pandemic. We also need to 
focus on addressing the pandemic economic effects.
To that end, international travel should be made easier, through mutual recognition 
of vaccine certificates. 

Excellencies,
I once again endorse the objectives of this Summit and President Biden's vision.
India stand ready to work with the world to end the pandemic.

Thank you.
Thank you very much
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Featured Stories

Kanha National Park

Kanha Tiger Reserve, also called 
Kanha National Park, is one of the 
tiger reserves of India and the 
largest national park of Madhya 
Pradesh, state in the heart of India. 
The present-day Kanha area is 
divided into two sanctuaries, Hallon 
and Banjar, of 250 and 300 km2 
respectively. Kanha National Park 
was created on 1 June 1955 and in 
1973 was made the Kanha Tiger 
Reserve. Today it stretches over an 
area of 940 km2 in the two districts 
Mandla and Balaghat.

The park has a significant 
population of the Royal Bengal 
tiger, Indian leopards, the sloth 
bear, barasingha and Indian wild 
dog. The forest depicted in the 
famous novel by Rudyard Kipling, 
The Jungle Book is based on 
jungles including this reserve. It is 
also the first tiger reserve in India 
to officially introduce a mascot, 
“Bhoorsingh the Barasingha”.
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The most unforgettable and good-looking work of King Lalitaditya is the construction 
of spacious Martand temple, which the emperor had built in honour of the Sun God 
or Bhaskar. 

Lalitaditya was a Kshatriya of the Surya (Sun) Dynasty. The style of construction of 
the temple and the skill exhibited in it is rare in the history of the world. Though the 
cities, towns and the ruins belonging to the era of Lalitaditya are not to be found so 
easily, the remnants of the big Martand temple, which the emperor had built at the 
pilgrimage place of the same name, and is an example of the building skills of the 
Kashmiri Hindu builders of ancient times. They are praised for their design, beauty 
and art. Martand holds a very high place in the world's great architectural designs 
and is considered to be not only an example of the Kashmiri architectural skill but 
also has pride of having been set up at a very pretty spot. The ruins of the huge 
temple stand in a square field with snow-capped mountains as its backdrop. 

This temple has been built with strong and square limestones and exhibits pillars in 
Greek pattern. Lalitaditya was not only the founder of a vast empire but also the 
founder of the art and skill of Kashmiri Hindus for six centuries.

 Martand Sun 
temple

Martand Sun temple, 
Kashmir is considered as one 
of the oldest Sun temples in 
India. Built around 8th 
Century BC, it's unique 
architectural style is termed 
as rare in the world's history.
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Jharkhand
Jharkhand is endowed with rich cultural heritage and bestowed liberally with bounties of 
nature. The State is kaleidoscope of past splendours and present glory. A fascinating 
State with luxuriant forest, captivating wild life, enthralling water falls, exquisite 
handicrafts, adventure tourism, sprawling water bodies, enchanting classical and folk 
dances and music and above all hospitable and peace loving people. The State of 
Jharkhand is blessed with immense bio-diversity, moderate climate, rich cultural and 
historical heritage, religious places of worship and ethnic aspects to make the State the 
ultimate destination for tourists. The lush green forests, rivers and waterfalls of this 
primeval land are home to many kinds of spectacular flora and fauna. Age-old tribes are 
the main inhabit of this wonderful land, the state is also a hubs of industry, commerce 
and education. A treasure-trove of minerals comprises 40 per cent of the mineral wealth 
of the country ranking first in the production of coal, mica and iron and helps in making 
Jharkhand one of the richest state of India in natural resources. Not just the lush forest, 
but the great water bodies, falls and dams make perfect picnic spots for that quiet day to 
be spent in the arms of nature. The warm sun, tinkling water, manmade architectural 
beauties in the form of dams make it worth a visit. Religious shrines fill your heart with 
hope. Jharkhand is proud to be housing many different religious shrines that are crowded 
by devotees all though the year. The State Government has a firm belief that 
development of tourism sector would not only generate immense employment 
opportunities directly or indirectly, but also contribute in accelerating economic 
development. This would not only ensure show casing of rich traditional and cultural 
heritage of the State but also would have cascading effect in development of other 
sectors. Jharkhand Tourism exclusively focuses on domestic and inbound tourism into 
Jharkhand to reassure the position of the State as a preferred tourist destination in India.

MAJOR ATTRACTIONS

 India Tourism 
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For more information, please visit
https://www.incredibleindia.org/content/incredible-india-v2/en/destinations/states/jharkhand.html

Scenic waterfalls, gushing rivers, lush green 
forests, verdant hills and a rich variety of flora 
and fauna, all come together to make Ranchi, 
the capital of Jharkhand, a popular natural 
retreat for tourists. Nestled in the Chhota 
Nagpur Plateau, one of the oldest land 
formations in the world, Ranchi is famed as the 
abode of a number of indigenous tribes of the 
country and attracts visitors with its rich 
cultural heritage.
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Admissions are open for 
#NalandaUniversity

An avant-garde, postgraduate, 
research-intensive Intl. institution 
of academic excellence with the 
Ministry of External 
Affairs(@MEAIndia) & supported 
by the 17 Member countries of 
the East Asia Summit. 

 
More details:

 
https://nalandauniv.edu.in/admiss
ions/admission-process/

----  

Self-financing Scheme For 
Studying In India, 2021-22

Applications are invited from 
Lebanese students for nominations 
to undergraduate courses in 
Bachelor of Engineering (B.E.), 
Bachelor of Pharmacy, MBBS & 
BDS under Self-Financing Scheme 
for the academic year 2021-22.

More details: 
https://www.indianembassybeirut.go
v.in/notice/display/1211/14

----

35th Surajkund International 
Crafts Mela From 4-25 February, 

2022
    

Surajkund Crafts Fair (Mela) is one 
of the most famous fairs, organized 
every year in Surajkund, Haryana, 
Near Delhi, by Haryana Tourism 
Department to promote handicrafts 
items. Many talented artists come 
from India and across the World to 
showcase their hand-looms, 
handicrafts, traditional handicraft 
items of their respective states. 

 
More details: 
https://www.rajasthantourplanner.co
m/Fair-Festival/Surajkund-Crafts-Fa
ir.html

For other forthcoming events 
organised by Federation of Indian 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, 

please visit:
 

http://www.ficci.in/forthcoming-event
s-more.asp
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Special Week of celebration of 75 years of India’s Independence

October 31: Celebration of Rashtriya Ekta Divas: (Theme: Vishwa Guru Bharat) 
“Special Week”, as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, will start with celebration of 
Rashtriya Etka Diwas on the occasion of 146th Birth Anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, also known as Iron Man of India. Indian community will be invited for the 
celebration. The event will include the screening a documentary film of Sardar Patel.

November 1: Webinar on “Ayurveda for Poshan (Ayurveda for Nutrition)”: (Theme: Rich 
Cultural Heritage) On the occasion of National Ayurveda Day, Embassy of India, Beirut 
will organise a Webinar on “Ayurveda for Poshan (Ayurveda for Nutrition)” Virtually. 
Speakers will include Ambassador of India to Lebanon HE Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan, Dr. 
Haifa Abouassi, President of the Lebanese Chiropractic Association, Dr. Jackie Maalouf, 
President of DiaLeb, Ms. Dana Chamseddine, Board Member & International Faculty, 
Art of Living.

November 2: Ayurveda Food Festival: (Theme: Rich Cultural Heritage) In continuation 
of National Ayurveda Day, the Embassy will organise a “Ayurveda Food Festival”. A 
number of Ambassador and other high dignitaries are expected to attend this Food 
Festival.

November 3: Seminar “Exploring Civilizational linkages and Cultural Similarities 
Between India and Lebanon”: (Theme: Rich Cultural Heritage) As part of celebration of 
India@75 , the Embassy in cooperation with Elite Center of Culture and Education will 
organise a Seminar “Exploring Civilizational linkages and Cultural Similarities Between 
India and Lebanon”. Speakers will include Ambassador Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan, Professor 
Ali Samad, Director General, Ministry of Culture and Mrs. Imane Kamali, Head of Elite 
Center.

November 4: Business Seminar on “Exploring Opportunities and Diversifying 
Business”: (Theme: Atmanirbhar Bharat) To promote India’s bilateral trade with 
Lebanon, Embassy of India, Beirut will organise a Seminar a “Exploring Opportunities 
and Diversifying Business” in cooperation with Chamber of Commerce, Industry, 
Agriculture of Tripoli & North Lebanon.

November 5: Celebration of Diwali Festival: (Theme: Rich Cultural Heritage) Embassy 
of India, Beirut will celebrate Festival of Lights ‘Diwali’ with the participation of Indian 
Community Members and members of the Mission.

November 6: Plantation of Cedar Trees in Shouf Biosphere Reserve: (Theme: Vishwa 
Guru Bharat) The Embassy will participate in Cedar Trees Plantation in Shouf 
Biosphere Reserve. The Government of India has supported forestation of 800 Trees in 
Shouf Biosphere Reserve. 
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Useful Links

24/7 Helpline for Indian Nationals: 
+961-76860128
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https://www.studyinindia.gov.in/
https://www.indiaperspectives.gov.in/
https://www.incredibleindia.org/
http://mea.gov.in/
https://www.indianembassybeirut.gov.in/
https://www.investindia.gov.in/
http://ficci.in/
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/
https://indbiz.gov.in/
http://a2ascholarships.iccr.gov.in/
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Prepared by 

For any query and suggestion about this Newsletter, 
please write us at info.beirut@mea.gov.in 

mailto:info.beirut@mea.gov.in
https://www.indianembassybeirut.gov.in/
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