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Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi addressed the Leaders’ Summit 
on Climate  "For humanity to combat climate change, concrete action is 
needed. We need such action at a high speed, on a large scale, and with 
a global scope. Our ambitious renewable energy target of 450 GW by 
2030 shows our commitment. Despite our development challenges, 
we have taken many bold steps on clean energy, energy efficiency, 
afforestation and bio-diversity."
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Launch of Monthly e-Newsletter

The Government of India is embarking on 75 weeks long 
celebrations to mark 75 years of India’s Independence on August 
2022. These celebrations which have been launched by Hon’ble 
Prime Minister on March 12, 2021 will last for the next 75 weeks 
till August 2022 and beyond, till August 2023.

The Embassy of India, Beirut has a very active social Website, 
Facebook and Twitter through which we connect to the Indian 
and the Lebanese Community. However a need has been felt to 
issue a publication which encapsulates the Embassy’s activities 
in one place and will also give us an opportunity to highlight 
Government of India’s initiatives and positive stories from India. 
Therefore, as part of the celebration of India@75, the Embassy 
has launched e-newsletter titled “Sampark” on March 19, 2021.

 أس��بوعًا وذل��ك  75الطويل��ة الت��ي تس��تمر لمدة تشرع حكوم��ة الهن��د احتفاالته��ا 
. إن��ّ هذه 2022 عامً��ا عل��ى اس��تقالل الهن��د ف��ي أغس��طس 75بمناس��بة مرور 

 س��تستمر 2021 مارس 12االحتفاالت الت��ي أطلقه��ا معال��ي رئي��س الوزراء ف��ي 
.2023 وما بعده ، حتى أغسطس 2022 القادمة حتى أغسطس 75لألسابيع 

تتمت�ع س�فارة الهن�د بموق�ع اجتماع�ي نش�ط للغاي�ة وفيس�بوك وتويت�ر تتواص�ل م�ن 
خالل هذه المواق�ع م�ع الجالي�ة الهندي�ة واللبنانية. وم�ع ذل�ك ، شعرن�ا أنن�ا بحاج�ة إل�ى 
إص�دار منشور إخباري يلخ�ص أنشط�ة الس�فارة ف�ي مكان واح�د ، كم�ا س�يعطينا 
فرص�ة لتس�ليط الضوء عل�ى مبادرات حكوم�ة الهن�د وقص�ص الهن�د اإليجابية. لذل�ك، 

 إلكتروني�ا  ، أطلق�ت الس�فارة منشورا إخباري�اIndia @ 75وكجزء م�ن االحتفال ب�� 
.2021 مارس 19" في Samparkبعنوان “
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Embassy News

Meeting with Ms. Nidale Chehab

Ambassador of India Dr Suhel Ajaz Khan 
received on 22 April Ms. Nidale Chehab, 
a prominent journalist & publisher of 'All 
Seasons Magazine'. Ms. Nidale has also 
written, one of it's kind, 9-volume 
encyclopedia of all cities, towns & 
villages of Lebanon. 
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Meeting with Dr Ali El Masri

Ambassador of India Dr Suhel Ajaz Khan 
met on 22 April with Dr Ali El Masri,  
Founder & President of the International 
Economic Lobby of Lebanon along with a 
business delegation. They discussed 
expanding bilateral trade, specially in 
food, pharma & machinery sectors. 
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Embassy News

Meeting with Ms. Preeti Bhatia 

Ambassador of India Dr Suhel Ajaz Khan 
met  with Ms. Preeti Bhatia, an Indian  
community member on 29 April 2021 
and felicitated her for winning one of the 
quizzes organised by the Embassy.
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Meeting with Ms. Lynn Tabet

Ambassador Dr. Suhel Ajaz Khan met 
with Ms. Lynn Tabat on 12 May 2021 and 
felicitated her for winning the prize in 
the online quiz on life & works of Dr. 
Ambedkar organised by the Embassy as 
part of India@75 celebrations. 
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Signing of an MOU between Irfan Establishment and 
Apollo Group of Hospitals in India

Ambassador of India to Lebanon Dr Suhel Ajaz Khan visited Ifran 
Establishment on April 23 and was received by Sheikh Nazir, 
President of the Establishment and other officer bearers. Ifran 
Establishment is one of the largest NGOs in Lebanon and is working 
in the fields of Education , Health and Social welfare. They run 5 
Schools with more than 5000 students and one Hospital. 
During the visit, the Ambassador was given a tour of one of the 
Schools and the Irfan Hospital. He also visited the special Covid care 
facility being set up at the Hospital. 
The Ambassador also witnessed signing of an MOU between Irfan 
Establishment and Apollo Group of Hospitals from India. The MOU 
was recently finalised with the help of the Embassy and will facilitate 
telemedicine, training of doctors from Irfan Establishment by experts 
from Apollo group and also transfer of patients to India for critical 
care and sophisticated medical treatment. 
Ambassador also visited the Museum set up by the Establishment 
and paid his homage of Mahatma Gandhi whose statue has been kept 
in the Museum. Sheikh Nazir, President of the Establishment also 
recalled Late Kamal Jumblatt' s fondness for India and many trips he 
made to India in 1960s and 1970s.

Embassy News
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News of The Month 
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Address by Prime Minister at the Leaders’ Summit on Climate 
April 22, 2021

Your Excellency President Biden,
Distinguished colleagues,
My fellow Citizens of this Planet,

Namaskar!

I would like to thank President Biden for taking this initiative. Humanity is 
battling a global pandemic right now. And, this event is a timely reminder 
that the grave threat of Climate Change has not disappeared. In fact, 
Climate Change is a lived reality for millions around the world. Their lives 
and livelihoods are already facing its adverse consequences.

Friends,
For humanity to combat Climate Change, concrete action is needed. We 
need such action at a high speed, on a large scale, and with a global scope. 
We, in India, are doing our part. Our ambitious renewable energy target of 
450 Gigawatts by 2030 shows our commitment. Despite our development 
challenges, we have taken many bold steps on clean energy, energy 
efficiency, afforestation and bio-diversity. That is why we are among the 
few countries whose NDCs are 2-degree-Celsius compatible. We have also 
encouraged global initiatives like International Solar Alliance, LeadIT, and 
the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure.

Friends,
As a climate-responsible developing country, India welcomes partners to 
create templates of sustainable development in India. These can also help 
other developing countries, who need affordable access to green finance 
and clean technologies. That is why, President Biden and I are launching 
the "India-US climate and clean energy Agenda 2030 partnership”. 
Together, we will help mobilise investments, demonstrate clean 
technologies, and enable green collaborations. 

Contd...
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Friends,
Today, as we discuss global climate action, I want to leave one thought with 
you. India’s per capita carbon footprint is 60% lower than the global 
average. It is because our lifestyle is still rooted in sustainable traditional 
practices. So today, I want to emphasise the importance of lifestyle change 
in climate action. Sustainable lifestyles and a guiding philosophy of "Back to 
Basics” must be an important pillar of our economic strategy for the post-
Covid era.

Friends,
I recall the words of the great Indian monk Swami Vivekananda.He called on 
us to "Arise, awake and stop not until the goal is reached”.Let us make this 
a Decade of Action against climate change.

Thank you. Thank you very much.

فخامة الرئيس بايدن ،
الزمالء الكرام ،

رفاقي مواطني هذا الكوكب ،

ناماسكار!

أود أ�ن أشك�ر الرئي�س بايدن عل�ى اتخاذ هذه المبادرة. تكاف�ح البشري�ة اآل�ن جائح�ة 
عالمية. وهذا الحدث هو تذكير بأن التهديد الخطير لتغير المناخ لم يختف.

ف�ي الواق�ع ، يعت�بر تغي�ر المناخ حقيق�ة يعيشه�ا الماليي�ن حول العالم. تواج�ه حياته�م 
وسبل عيشهم بالفعل عواقبها السلبية.

أيها األصدقاء،

لك�ي تكاف�ح البشري�ة تغي�ر المناخ ، هناك حاج�ة إل�ى اتخاذ إجراءات ملموس�ة ، فنح�ن 
بحاج�ة إل�ى اتخاذ مث�ل هذا اإلجراء بس�رعة ك�بيرة وعل�ى نطاق واس�ع وعالم�ي ، ونح�ن 

 جيجاوات بحلول 450ف�ي الهن�د نقوم بدورنا. فهدفن�ا الطموح للطاق�ة المتجددة البال�غ 
 يظهر مدى التزامنا.2030عام 

عل�ى الرغ�م م�ن تحديات التنمي�ة الت�ي نواجهه�ا ، فق�د اتخذن�ا العدي�د م�ن الخطوات 
الجريئ�ة بشأ�ن الطاق�ة النظيف�ة ، وكفاء�ة الطاق�ة ، والتشجي�ر ، والتنوع ال�بيولوجي ، 
 ولهذا الس�بب نح�ن م�ن بي�ن البلدان القليل�ة الت�ي تتواف�ق أعداد المس�اهمات المتتالي�ة

(NDCs )المحددة وطنياً بدرجة درجتين مئويتين.

يتبع
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 و LeadITكم�ا شجعن�ا المبادرات العالمي�ة مث�ل التحال�ف الدول�ي للطاق�ة الشمس�ية و 
تحالف البنية التحتية المقاومة للكوارث .

،أيها األصدقاء

بص�فتها دول�ة نامي�ة مس�ؤولة ع�ن المناخ ، ترح�ب الهن�د بالشركاء إلنشاء نماذج للتنمي�ة 
المس�تدامة ف�ي الهن�د، ويمك�ن أ�ن يس�اعد هؤالء أيضً�ا البلدان النامي�ة األخرى ، الت�ي 

تحتاج إلى وصول ميسور إلى التمويل األخضر والتقنيات النظيفة.

لهذا الس��بب ، أطلقن��ا أن��ا والرئي��س بايدن "شراك��ة الهن��د والواليات المتحدة بشأ��ن 
". معً��ا ، س��نساعد ف��ي حش��د االس��تثمارات ، 2030المناخ والطاق��ة النظيف��ة لعام 

وإظهار التقنيات النظيفة ، وتمكين التعاون األخضر.

،أيها األصدقاء

اليوم ، بينم�ا نناق�ش العم�ل المناخ�ي العالم�ي ، أود أ�ن أترك ل�ك فكرة واحدة ، نص�يب 
٪ م�ن المتوس�ط   العالم�ي ، وذل�ك 60الفرد م�ن انبعاثات الكربون ف�ي الهن�د أق�ل بنس�بة 

ألن نمط حياتنا ال يزال متجذًرا في الممارسات التقليدية المستدامة.

لذا ، أود اليوم أ�ن أؤك�د عل�ى أهمي�ة تغيي�ر نم�ط الحياة ف�ي العم�ل المناخي. يج�ب أ�ن 
تكون أنماط الحياة المس��تدامة والفلس��فة التوجيهي��ة ل��� "العودة إل��ى األس��اسيات" 

ركيزة مهمة الستراتيجيتنا االقتصادية لحقبة ما بعد كوفيد.

،أيها األصدقاء

أتذك�ر كلمات الراه�ب الهندي العظي�م س�وامي فيفيكاناندا. لق�د دعان�ا إل�ى "قوموا ، 
اس�تيقظوا وال تتوقفوا حت�ى يت�م الوص�ول إل�ى الهدف". دعون�ا نجع�ل هذا عقدًا م�ن 
العم�����������������������������ل ض�����������������������������د تغي�����������������������������ر المناخ.
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India-EU Leader’s Meeting
May 08, 2021

At the invitation of the President of the European Council Mr. Charles 
Michel, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi participated in the India-EU 
Leaders’ Meeting today. The meeting was held in a hybrid format with the 
participation of leaders of all the 27 EU Member States as well as the 
President of the European Council and the European Commission. This is 
the first time that the EU hosted a meeting with India in the EU+27 format. 
The meeting was the initiative of the Portuguese Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union.

During the meeting, the leaders expressed their desire to further strengthen 
the India-EU Strategic Partnership based on a shared commitment to 
democracy, fundamental freedoms, rule of law and multilateralism. They 
exchanged views on three key thematic areas: i) foreign policy and security; 
ii) COVID-19, climate and environment; and iii) trade, connectivity and 
technology. They discussed forging closer cooperation on combating the 
COVID-19 pandemic and economic recovery, tackling climate change, and 
reforming multilateral institutions. India appreciated the prompt assistance 
provided by the EU and its member states to combat its second COVID 
wave. 

The leaders welcomed the decision to resume negotiations for balanced 
and comprehensive free trade and investment agreements. Negotiations on 
both the Trade and Investment Agreements will be pursued on parallel 
tracks with an intention to achieve early conclusion of both agreements 
together. This is a major outcome which will enable the two sides to realise 
the full potential of the economic partnership. India and the EU also 
announced dedicated dialogues on WTO issues, regulatory cooperation, 
market access issues and supply chain resilience, demonstrating the desire 
to deepen and further diversify economic engagement. 

Contd...
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India and the EU launched an ambitious and comprehensive ‘Connectivity 
Partnership’ which is focused on enhancing digital, energy, transport and 
people-to-people connectivity. The Partnership is based on the shared 
principles of social, economic, fiscal, climate and environmental 
sustainability, and respect for international law and commitments. The 
Partnership will catalyse private and public financing for connectivity 
projects. It will also foster new synergies for supporting connectivity 
initiatives in third countries, including in the Indo-Pacific. 

India and the EU leaders reiterated their commitment to achieving the goals 
of the Paris Agreement and agreed to strengthen joint efforts for 
mitigation, adaptation and resilience to the impacts of climate change, as 
well as providing means of implementation including finance in the context 
of COP26. India welcomed the EU’s decision to join CDRI. India and the EU 
also agreed to enhance bilateral cooperation on digital and emerging 
technologies such as 5G, AI, Quantum and High-Performance Computing 
including through the early operationalization of the Joint Task Force on AI 
and the Digital Investment Forum. 

The leaders noted with satisfaction the growing convergences on regional 
and global issues, including counterterrorism, cybersecurity and maritime 
cooperation. The leaders acknowledged the importance of a free, open, 
inclusive and rules-based Indo-Pacific and agreed to closely engage in the 
region, including in the context of India’s Indo-Pacific Ocean’s Initiative and 
the EU’s new strategy on the Indo-Pacific. 

Coinciding with the Leaders’ Meeting, an India-EU Business Roundtable 
was organised to highlight the avenues for cooperation in climate, digital 
and healthcare. A finance contract of Euro 150 million for the Pune Metro 
Rail Project was signed by the Ministry of Finance, Government of India, 
and European Investment Bank. India-EU Leaders Meeting has set a 
significant milestone by providing a new direction to the Strategic 
Partnership and giving a fresh impetus for implementing the ambitious 
India-EU Roadmap 2025 adopted at the 15th India-EU Summit held in July 
2020.

New Delhi
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AKSHARDHAM

'Akshardham' means the divine abode 
of God. It is hailed as an eternal place 
of devotion, purity and peace. 
Swaminarayan Akshardham at New 
Delhi is a Mandir – an abode of God, a 
Hindu house of worship, and a spiritual 
and cultural campus dedicated to 
devotion, learning and harmony. 
Timeless Hindu spiritual messages, 
vibrant devotional traditions and 
ancient architecture all are echoed in 
its art and architecture.The mandir is a 
humble tribute to Bhagwan 
Swaminarayan (1781- 1830), the 
avatars, devas and great sages of 
Hinduism. The traditionally-styled 
complex was inaugurated on 6 
November 2005 with the blessings of 
HH Pramukh Swami Maharaj and 
through the devoted efforts of skilled 
artisans and volunteers.

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE
Each element of Akshardham echoes with spirituality – the Mandir, the Exhibitions and 
even the Gardens. 
The Akshardham mandir has over two hundred murtis, representing many of the spiritual 
stalwarts over many millennia. The spiritual premise of Akshardham is that each soul is 
potentially divine. Whether we are serving the family, the country our neighbors or all living 
beings the world over , each service can help one move towards divinity. Each prayer is a 
call towards improving oneself and moving closer to God. 
A visit to Akshardham is a spiritually enriching experience. Whether it is in realising the 
power of prayer, in feeling the strength of non-violence, in being aware of the universal 
nature of Hinduism’s ancient principles, or just in admiring the beauty of God’s abode on 
Earth –- each element has a spiritual significance.

FACTS AND FIGURES
Opened 6th November 2005
Constructed by Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS)
Inspired by HH Yogiji Maharaj (1892-1971 CE)
Created by His Holiness Pramukh Swami Maharaj
More than 300,000,000 volunteer hours went into making the complex
Over 8,000 volunteers from across the world participated in building it
Mandir built from intricately carved sandstone and marble 
Exhibitions on Hinduism, including Bhagwan Swaminarayan's life and teachings such as 
prayer, compassion, and non-violence.
Open gardens, water bodies and step-well styled courtyard 
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HYDERABAD
A vibrant city with the imposing Charminar at its heart, Hyderabad, the capital of Telangana, is a 
potpourri of history, cuisine and eclectic experiences.  The four-sided archway of Charminar, 
overlooking a bustling bazaar, is the centrepiece of the city around which the township developed. 
Located on the banks of the Musi river on the Deccan Plateau, Hyderabad reels you in with its 
heritage charm, accentuated by a vibrant culinary culture, much of which owes its curation to the 
erstwhile Nizam rulers. The city was founded by Mohammad Quli Qutub Shah in the 16th century. 
The Mughals invaded it in 1685 and this was followed by British interference. In 1724, the Mughal 
viceroy in the Deccan, Asaf Jah Nizam al-Mulk, declared independence. Thus, the Deccan 
kingdom, with Hyderabad as its capital, was called the princely state of Hyderabad. While 
Hyderabad continued to expand, its twin city, Secunderabad, grew as a British cantonment. The 
princely state of Hyderabad became a part of the Indian republic in 1950. Today, Hyderabad is a 
thriving centre for trade, commerce and technology. Several major information technology 
companies have set up offices here. 

MAJOR ATTRACTIONS

 India Tourism 
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Charminar
Hyderabad's iconic landmark, the 56-m-high 
Charminar is an imposing four-sided archway 
with four minarets soaring above its surrounding 
bustling market area. It was built in 1591 by 
Mohammed Quli Qutub Shah, who was the fifth 
king of the Qutub Shahi dynasty, to mark the 
founding of Hyderabad and the end of a plague 
that had devastated the city.

For more information, please visit 
https://www.incredibleindia.org/content/incredible-india-v2/en/destinations/hyderabad/charminar.html
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Mecca Masjid Salar Jung Museum

Paigah TombsNagarjuna Sagar Dam

https://www.incredibleindia.org/content/incredible-india-v2/en/destinations/hyderabad/charminar.html


  

Useful Links

24/7 Helpline for Indian Nationals: 
+961-76860128
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https://www.indiaperspectives.gov.in/
https://www.incredibleindia.org/
http://mea.gov.in/
https://www.indianembassybeirut.gov.in/
https://www.investindia.gov.in/
http://ficci.in/
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/
https://indbiz.gov.in/
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14th Edition Of International Railway 
Equipment Exhibition (Physical)

14th edition of IREE is scheduled 
from 21-23 October 2021 at New 
Delhi organised by Confederation of 
Indian Industry in association with 
the Ministry of Railways, 
Government of India. IREE serves 
as a Global Platform for Railway 
Technology & Services. This is the 
largest event for the Rail 
Transportation Sector in this part of 
the world.

More details: www.ireeindia.com

Admissions are open for 
#NalandaUniversity

An avant-garde, postgraduate, 
research-intensive Intl. institution of 
academic excellence with the 
Ministry of External 
Affairs(@MEAIndia) & supported by 
the 17 Member countries of the East 
Asia Summit. 

 
https://nalandauniv.edu.in/admission
s/admission-process/

  

For other forthcoming events 
organised by Federation of Indian 

Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry, please visit:

 
http://www.ficci.in/forthcoming-ev
ents-more.asp
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Master Class on Biodiversity 
Regulations & Management Series II

The Masterclass on Biodiversity 
Regulations & Management will cover 
Policy and Regulatory Ecosystem, 
Case Studies & Best Practices for 
Biodiversity Conservation and 
Management in India and Globally. It 
will also highlight the Key Challenges & 
Opportunities in relation to Biodiversity 
Conservation and Management from 
May 08-Jun 12, 2021, Virtual Platform.

More details: 
http://www.ficci.in/events-page.asp?
evid=25476

http://www.ireeindia.com/
https://nalandauniv.edu.in/admissions/admission-process/
https://nalandauniv.edu.in/admissions/admission-process/
http://www.ficci.in/forthcoming-events-more.asp
http://www.ficci.in/forthcoming-events-more.asp
http://www.ficci.in/events-page.asp?evid=25476
http://www.ficci.in/events-page.asp?evid=25476


  

Prepared by 

For any query and suggestion about this Newsletter, 
please write us at info.beirut@mea.gov.in 

mailto:info.beirut@mea.gov.in
https://www.indianembassybeirut.gov.in/
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